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nE‘_’?"yone who probes deeply his own nature must assess the feeling of pride, which dimension
of itis Unworthy and alienates him from himself and from God, and which is refined and

adens the horizons of his mind and reminds him of his spiritual self that abounds in majesty
Vand beauty.” (Midot HaRa’aya, Ga ‘ava, piska #25)
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“If he should try to detach himself from this pride, not only will he fail to
achieve any good for himself, but he will stifle his spiritual powers, and, angry and depressed,
he will go about sad and bowed down. It will appear to him that dejection is an expression of
nearness to God, whereas it is, in truth, a form of alienation and turning away from Him.” (Ibid.)
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“Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine by a fountain [ alei
ayin]; its branches run over the wall” (Genesis 49:22). Do not read
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it as alei ayin; but rather, read it as olei ayin, who rise above the eye
and the evil eye has no dominion over him. ’
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Rabbi Yosei, son of
Rabbi Hanina, said: Derive it from here, from what is stated in Ja-
cob’s blessing of Joseph’s sons: “And let them grow like fish into a
multitude in the midst of the earth” (Genesis 48:16): Just as fish in-
the sea are covered by water and the evil eye has no dominion ever
them as they cannot be seen, so too the offspring c« Joseph, the evil
eye has no dominion over them. *
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Similarly, the Gemara relates that Rabbi Yohanan was accustomed ' (

P70 2 0 AT e )

o3 ReT KYY D M 3
<0 YSADD KP K7 31 1
qob NS [3° NI XY Ky
w7 o o pn s

to go and sit at the gates of the women's immersion sites. Rabbi

Yohanan, who was known for his extraordinary good looks, explained

this and said: When the daughters of Israel emerge from their

immersion, they will look at me, and will have children as beauti-
ful as L. The Sages asked him: Master, do you not fear the evil eye?

He said to them: I descend from the seed of Joseph over whom

the evil eye has no dominion, as it is written: “Joseph is a bounti-
ful vine, a bountiful vine on a spring [alei ayin]” (Genesis 49:22).

“Ayin” can mean both “spring” and “eye” And Rabbi Abbahu said a

homiletic interpretation: Do not read it alei ayin, rather olei ayin,
above the eye; they transcend the influence of the evil eye.
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Then was it said among the nations,
“The Lorbp has done great things for them.”
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We must summon these scholars in the Land of Israel and proclaim to

them, from the very heights of Zion: you are living a life of greatness!

You are endowed with immense strength and power. You have the

ability to forge new pathways in the source of Torah, in the true Torah

of the Land of Israel, which will once again illuminate the entire world |
in its glory.
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Rise up, rise,
For you have fierce power;
You have Spiritual wings,

Wings of majestic eagles.
Do not deny them,

Lest they deny you;
Seek them out,
And they will be readily apparent.

Orot ha-Kodesh, 1:83-84.
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